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1 . ABDELKRIM MOUSSA, DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS AT 
INTERIOR MINISTRY, CALLED EMBASSY POLITICAL OFFICER 
SAYING THAT WHILE ARRANGEMENTS THROUGH USIS FOR 
MINISTER BELKHODJA'S VISIT WERE PROCEEDING WELL, H 

ALSO WISHED TO DISCUSS SEPARATELY MORE POLITICAL ASPECTS 
OF TRIP. MOUSSA LEFT IMPLICATION THAT HE WAS SPEAKING 
UNDER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FROM BEOKHODJA. 

2. FIRST POINT WAS THAT BELKHODJA REMAINED ANXIOUS 
TO MEET "EVEN IF FOR ONLY FIFTEEN MINUTES OR LESS" 

WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER DURING FORTHCOMING VI IT. 

SECOND WAS THAT MINISTR ALSO HOPED TO HAVE OPPORTUNITY 
OF "BEING INTRODUCED TO PRESIDENT FORD AND TO 

GOVERNOR CARTER AT ANY PLACE OR TIME." MOUSSA 
CONTINUED 

SAYING THAT "TIMES WERE CHANGING IN TUNISIA" 

AND THAT SUCH PUBLIC EXPOSURE AND PHOTOGRAPHS WOULD 
BE USEFUL AT THIS TIME. 
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3. EMBOFF REPLIES THAT EMBASSY HAD ALREADY REPORTED 
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MINISTER'S DESIRE TO MEET WITH SECRETARY BUT THAT IN 
VIEW OF SECRETARY'S HEAVY SCHEDULE MEETING MIGHT BE 
DIFFICULT TO ARRANGE. AS TO MEETINGS WITH 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, EMBOFF VENTURED THAT THESE 
WOULD BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO SET UP DURING FINAL 
WEEK OF CAMPAIGN. EMBOFF AGREED TO FORWARD MINISTER'S 
DESIRES TO DEPARTMENT AND TO INFORM MOUSSA IN RESPONSE 
RECEIVED BEFORE MINISTER'S OCTOBER 26 DEPARTURE. 

4. COMMENT: BALKHODJA IS KEENLY INTERESTED IN THIS 
TRIP. AND HE EES VISIBILITY OF HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS 
OF IMMEDIATE POLITICAL IMPORTANCE IN TUNISIA. ASIDE 
FROM DEMONSTRATION OF CLOSE U.S.-TUNISIAN RELATIONS 
WHICH SUCH MEETINGS IMPLY. BELKHODJA ALSO CLEARLY 
BELIEVES VISIT PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY TO STRENGTHEN 
HIS OWN POLITICAL POSITION. 

WHILE THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR 
A POLITICAL ANIMAL LIKE BELKHODJA. IT COMES AT A TIME 
WHEN OTHER MEMBERS OF ESTABLISHMENT ARE ALSO LOOKING 
AROUND TO GAUGE RESPECTIVE STRENGHT OF PRINCIPAL 
PLAYERS. 

5. THERE IS INCREASING SPECULATION THAT BELKHODJA 

HAS GOOD CHANCES FOR PRIME MINISTERSHIP IN EVENT NOUIRA 
SHOULD SUCCEED TO PRESIDENCY. AND HE OBVIOUSLY BELIEVES 
MEETINGS OF EVEN BRIEFEST DURATION WITH HIGH LEVEL 
AMERICANS WILL STRENGTHEN FURTHER THE ALREADY GOOD HAND 
HE IS HOLDING. EMBASSY WILL LEAVE TO DEPARTMENT'S 

JUDGMENT HOW HARD TO PUSH FOR REQUESTED ENCOUNTERS. 
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